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. No such overt and covert power in fore

been vested in any man, except the president

A shadowy group of five powerful
officials silently directing America’s
clandestine foreign policy from the
baszment Situation Room in the White
House in Washington—the so-called
“40 Committee” of the National Secur-
ity Council—is the nearest thing we
have in this country to a secret super-
government body.

Headed by Heary A. Kissinger, this
committee is not always accountable
even to tife president of the United
States, although it has access to virtual-
Iy unlimited “unvouchered government
funds and holds the power to order far-
ranging covert intelligence’ and para-
mlluarv operations around the world.
And durmv the Nixon Watergate eta,
it may have had links with secret do-
mestic intelligence units, po;.sxbly in-
cluding even the “Plumbers.”

DmnmQr its mame from National
Security Council Intelligence Decision
Mamorandum No. 40, whch set it up in
its present form in 1969, the five-man
40 Committee is the current incarna-
tion of similar top-secret White House
groups that since 1947 have authorized
dozens of major covart intelligence un-
dertakings from Asia to Latin America
and from Africa to Europe.

The most recent knowrn large- sca!e
oper’auon conducted by the 40 Com-
mittze was the assignment given the
Central Intelligence Aoency, at the
cos: of S8 million, to help orchestrate,
from inside, the fall a year ago of the
regime of Chile's late Sacialist presis
r.nm, Salvadar Allende Gossens, while
other branches of the United States
government applied a variety of simul-
tancous pressures from the outside.

This increasingly controversial enter-
prisc was stunningly corfirmed by Pres-
ident Foed at his “news  conference
Tast .\Ionda) His iustification was both
startiing in p.ulman‘u and sparsez on
the Fiots, as he sought to give public
lozi 1*11& 1o the 40 Committes.

TThis was something no president had

ever .done before: actually, no-senior
official.had ever pubhcl;}(zmentxongd the
committee.

"Ford, in fact, institutionalized the
concepi of covert intelligence action
(it was not even done durmcr the cold
war) when he commented that “Qur
gavernment, like -other goxemm.,nts,

" does take certain actions in the intelli-

gence field to help’ implement foreign
pohcy and protect national security .
] am informed reliably that Cammum:f
nations spend -vastly moré monzy than
we do for the same kind ‘0¥ purpases.’

Action against Allende between
1970 and 1973 was one of Kissinger’s
high-priority projects. He personallv as-
sumed control of the C.I.A.S covert
moves, through the 40 Committee, and
of a para‘lel economic and financial
blockade, working through an interde-
partmental task force.

To Kissinger, it appears, Chile was

“lauorafo.y" test case to determine
whuher a regime he opposad could be
“destabxhzed" or dislodged without the
usz of military force that the United
States had chosen to apply elsewhere
in the past. Specifically, Chile was a

test of whather a democratically elec-

ted leftist regime, as was Allende’s,

could be toppled through the creation

of internal chaos by outside forces.

Recent revelations of Kissinger's al-
leged role in the Chilean affair—hz has
deniad any Amarican involvement, al-
though the C.L.A., in effect, has con-
firmed it—have set off the latest con-
troversy swirlimg around the secretary
of state, and have raised again ques-
tions about his credibility and future
intentions.

There arc reasons to suspact, for ex-
amp}' that the 40 Committee is study-
ing plans for pobsxbh. covert American

intervention in the confusad polmwl

process in ltaly, where the Commuriis

party may soon share power in a "O"Il-
tion government. Actually, more thap o
year ago  the former 1.8, ambassador
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creation of secret mmies and counter

insurgency units for the protection of?
governmants ‘enjoying our official fa-

vor. Tt

version,

politici

abroad, “black”
oversight of “spy-in-thesky”
over thz Soviet Union, China.

5COres

hzy have includad pahma! sub-
the subarnaiion of statesmen,

ians, labor leaders, and othsars
propaganda, and the!
espionaga,
and:
of other countries. ;

Overhzad intelligence ts the only form

of

ﬂ\.t'.la\
tha 40 Committee.
m'e..lg"\.‘c.

of
cthet’
szparate

gspionage in the purview
Thz C.IA,

agencies, aand

\\ hite House commitices (also chaired

; Kissinger) are concerned with the
LO!IL\.I on of normal iatelligence.

The 40 Commitee must approve,
every manih,overhead intelligence pro-
grams—{rom the regular baunching of
photo-sazellites to secret flights by the
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